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Romans 3:21 But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed 
by the law and the prophets; 22: Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ 
unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference: 23: For all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God; 24: Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus: 25: Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his 
blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance 
of God; 26: To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier 
of him which believeth in Jesus. 27: Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of 
works? Nay: but by the law of faith. 28: Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith 
without the deeds of the law. 29: Is he the God of the Jews only? is he not also of the Gentiles? 
Yes, of the Gentiles also: 30: Seeing it is one God, which shall justify the circumcision by faith, 
and uncircumcision through faith. 31: Do we then make void the law through faith? God forbid: 
yea, we establish the law.

Introduction
Long before we were born, a man by the name Bildad in Job 25:4 asked the question “How then 
can man be justified with God? or how can he be clean that is born of a woman?” How can a 
man be just before God? How can a man born of a woman, a sinner by birth and by choice, be 
right with God? The question asked by Bildad in the ancient times is still being asked today. The 
answer to this ultimate question is found in the glorious gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. God has 
provided a perfect and gracious way of justifying the ungodly (Romans 3:26; 4:5). And that’s 
what we have been studying these days—the great doctrine of Justification.

The five major headings in this study are—the Meaning, the Method, the Means, the Motive, 
and the Manifestation of Justification. So far, we have looked at the first three major headings. 
Today I want us to consider the Motivation of Justification. But first let’s review the Meaning, 
the Method, and the Means of Justification quickly.

I – The Meaning of Justification
What is Justification? The apostle Paul describes justification for us in …
Romans 4:6 Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth 
righteousness without works, 7: Saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and 
whose sins are covered. 8: Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin. 



Here, the apostle Paul, in quoting the Old Testament, describes to us what justification 
is. Justification is the act of God whereby He pardons the sinner of all his sins and accepts and 
accounts the sinner as righteous in His sight. It consists of two parts, namely, forgiveness of sins 
and imputation of Christ’s righteousness. Sin is no longer reckoned to the believer’s account and 
Christ’s righteousness is credited to the believer’s account.

II – The Method of Justification
Romans 5:8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ 
died for us. 9: Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath 
through him.
We are justified by His blood. The ground by which we are justified is by the substitutionary 
sacrifice and death of our Lord Jesus Christ. He took our place. He shed His blood for our sins. 
He was crucified, died, was buried, and rose again for our justification.

III - The Means of Justification
Romans 3:28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the 
law.

Romans 5:1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ:
He forgives all our sins, and accepts us as righteous in His sight, only because of the perfect 
sacrifice and the righteousness of Christ, imputed to us, and received by faith alone. The 
ungodly people that God justifies are those who do not work to earn it but humbly believes on 
Him that justifies the ungodly.

IV - The Motive of Justification
Why would God absolutely and freely justify a sinner? Why did God do what He did in 
justifying the ungodly. The answer is not found in us or anything that we did. As the apostle Paul 
wrote, “For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing. As it is written, 
There is none righteous, no, not one: There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh 
after God. They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none 
that doeth good, no, not one. For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God 
…” (Romans 7:18; 3:10 12, 23)

The answer to the question why would God forgive and declare us righteous is found only in 
God. It’s the free grace of God.
Romans 3:24 Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:

Titus 3:4 But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, 5: Not 
by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the 
washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; 6: Which he shed on us abundantly 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour; 7: That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs 
according to the hope of eternal life.



It’s the grace of God. What a wonderful truth! Someone has said that the word grace is probably 
the greatest word in the Scriptures, even greater than the word “love”. Grace is the heart of the 
Bible, the heart of the gospel and the heart of God. 

What is grace? We need to define what it is. Because today, the word grace is used in various 
ways and almost everywhere. Grace is used by credit card companies and government 
establishments when we are late in our payment. It is used at our workplaces when we arrive late 
for work. It is used in schools and universities, when we don’t meet deadlines. We hear it sang 
about in sports events, funeral, and memorial services. We name our children after it. We use it to 
describe as a short prayer before meals. It is also used to describe the movement of an ice skater 
across the ice. We use the word “grace” in many ways. Therefore, we need to consider what 
grace is; what grace brings; and what grace teaches.

The English word grace is from the Latin word gratia meaning favor, charm or thanks. Gratia in 
turn is derived from gratus meaning free. The Greek word for grace is charis which 
means favor, from which we get the word charity and charisma. That’s what grace is. Grace is 
free favor. It is the favor that we get from someone when he owes us nothing. But God’s grace is 
much more than that. Grace is unmerited favor from God. It is bestowing gifts to the 
undeserving. We sing “Amazing Grace” because grace is amazing. Grace is so amazing because 
of the ones who receive it. Grace blesses the undeserving and ill-deserving. Grace is favor 
shown to people who do not deserve any favor at all, but who deserve the exact opposite.

Romans 5:6 For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. 7: 
For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would even 
dare to die. 8: But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us. 9: Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from 
wrath through him. 10: For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death 
of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.
It was while we were without strength; it was while we were ungodly; it was while we 
were sinners; it was while we were yet enemies that God sent His only begotten Son into the 
world, and even to die for us. That is grace! It is favor shown to people who deserve nothing 
but wrath, condemnation, and punishment. It is favor shown to people who deserve nothing 
but death, judgment, and hell. But what did we get instead? We got mercy and grace. God in 
His mercy does not give us what we deserve, and God in His grace gives us what we do not 
deserve.

“A man had his picture taken. He was very upset with the photographer and very upset with the 
picture. He rushed back in to the photographer and said, “Look at this picture of me! This 
picture does not do me justice!” The photographer looked at him and said, “Mister, with a face 
like yours, you don’t need justice, you need mercy!” That’s exactly the situation we are in. We 
don’t need justice, but we need a whole lot of mercy.” - Tony Evans

Romans 3:24 Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:



Justification is a free gift. It is a gracious gift. The Greek word translated “freely” is translated 
in John 15:25 as “without a cause.” We are justified without a cause by His grace! There is 
absolutely nothing in us that would merit the salvation of God! It is all of grace! It was grace that 
motivated God to come up with a salvation plan to rescue sinners. It was sheer grace that moved 
God to justify the ungodly.

Barnhouse has this to say about “Freely” …
“When we understand this (word freely), we can see the true basis of our salvation. There was 
absolutely nothing within man that could recommend him to God. God did not sit in Heaven and 
look down upon this earth until He had found something in some men that recommended them to 
Him. He gave salvation to men who deserved Hell. There will not be one person in Heaven who 
deserved Heaven except the Lord Jesus Christ. He is the only One who merited Heaven. But an 
innumerable company who merited Hell are going to be in Heaven simply because the grace of 
God decided that they should be there.” 

O to grace how great a debtor,
Daily I’m constrained to be! 

Let Thy grace, Lord, like a fetter, 
Bind my wandering heart to Thee. 

Since it is by His grace that we are justified, there is no room for boasting.
Romans 3:27 Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by the 
law of faith. 28: Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the 
law.
Because we are justified not by our works and goodness but freely by His grace, there can be no 
boasting. No one would boast. What is there to be proud of, when salvation is given as a free 
gift? 

Warren Wiersbe says it this way, “If salvation is through the Law, then men can boast; but the 
principle of faith makes it impossible for men to boast. The swimmer, when he is saved from 
drowning, does not brag because he trusted the lifeguard. What else could he do? When a 
believing sinner is justified by faith, he cannot boast of his faith, but he can boast in a wonderful 
Saviour.” 

Ephesians 2:8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of 
God: 9: Not of works, lest any man should boast.
One reason why salvation is a free gift of God and not earned by works, is so that no one may 
boast. Works would glorify man, but grace glorifies God. God alone gets the glory for He 
alone deserves it. If we must boast at all, we must boast not in our works and our efforts 
but boast in the gracious gift of God. The apostle Paul says it this way in …
Galatians 6:14, But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world. 
 



We are justified by His blood, freely by His grace and through faith because that is the only way 
God could get glory out of sinful men.

Naught have I gotten but what I received;
Grace hath bestowed it since I have believed; 

Boasting excluded, pride I abase; 
I’m only a sinner, saved by grace! 

Tears unavailing, no merit had I;
Mercy had saved me, or else I must die; 
Sin had alarmed me, fearing God’s face; 

But now I’m a sinner saved by grace! 

Refrain:
Only a sinner saved by grace! 
Only a sinner saved by grace! 

This is my story, to God be the glory 
I’m only a sinner saved by grace! 

Closing Thoughts
Here is the gospel message in three simple sentences: 

What God demands, we don’t have.
What we don’t have, Jesus has provided. 
What Jesus has provided, we receive by faith. 

We need mercy and grace and Jesus Christ in His mercy and grace has laid down His life and 
pour His precious blood as the price of our justification. He offers Himself and His righteousness 
to you, to justify. He invites all to come to Him. Regardless of what you have been and what you 
have done, He is willing, ready and able to save you. I beseech you in Jesus’ name, open your 
heart, put your faith in Him and find out the truth for yourself today that Jesus saves! He will 
forgive you. He will justify you, both now and forever more. Come to Him while the door of 
mercy is still open!

For those who have been justified freely by God’s grace, isn’t it only reasonable to give Him 
your best to Him? Isn’t it reasonable to give Him your time, treasure and talent? I know you 
agree. But are you giving your best to Him? Are you giving your time, treasure, and talent back 
to Him who justified you so freely by His grace? If not, why not? Let me remind you that there’s 
only one life to live. 

Only one life, yes only one,
Soon will its fleeting hours be done; 
Then, in ‘that day’ my Lord to meet, 



And stand before His Judgement seat; 
Only one life,’twill soon be past, 

Only what’s done for Christ will last. 

As I have said many times, I will say it again, live for God, live for Christ, for it’s the only kind 
of life worth living for!

AMEN!


